
POLK COUNTY HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY BOARD MEETING   Thursday, September 19, 2019 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Thomas Adkins (Consumer), Steve Burney (Pharmacist), Linley Foster (BSW), Aaron Greene 

(Member of Public), Linda Greensfelder (Psychologist), John Kornmayer (Physician), Archie Hardy (Consumer), 

Belynda Veser (Psychiatrist), Bill Hay (Veterinarian), Tommy Melton (Commissioner), George Sweet (Engineer), 

and David Wagner (Dentist) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mary (Patty) Martin (Nurse, RN) and Charles Fousek (Consumer) 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Timothy Wright (Sheriff) 

WELCOME: Dr. John Kornmayer recognized Linley Foster as our new board member. 

STAFF PRESENT: Joshua Kennedy (HHSA Director) 

CALL TO ORDER – Dr. John Kornmayer, called the meeting to order at 5:15PM 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA- Motion to approve the agenda by Thomas Adkins, seconded by Archie Hardy and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES- Thomas Adkins moved to approve the July 18, 2019 minutes as written, seconded by 

Dr. Linda Greensfelder and the motion carried unanimously. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

Dr. Linda Greensfelder inquired who attends the parenting class referenced by Kim Wilson in her report.  Kim 

Wilson responded that it is for parents who are in of services or where a case has been substantiated. 

 

TOBACCO BRANCH PREVENTION PRESENTATION 

Karen Caldwell shared information on the branch and available resources for counties.  She reviewed data 

regarding the region on prevention efforts and outcomes. 

 

Submitted presentation is hereby incorporated. 

 

ECONOMIC SERVICES 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

In addition, Pallas Edwards review the process for Medicaid Transformation which is scheduled to go live 

February 1, 2020.  Dr. Linda Greensfelder inquired what happen is a person is auto enrolled into a new plan how 

do they change the plan if they do not like.  Joshua Kennedy indicated that beneficiaries have 90-days to change 

their plans. 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

SENIOR SERVICES 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES  

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

In addition, Joshua Kennedy highlighted the foster care costs for the two funding streams, IV-E and State.  He 

further described the various costs when children are placed in DSS Licensed home verse a residential private 

facility. 

 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

Joshua Kennedy introduced Katelyn Earley as the new Transportation Manager. 

 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

VETERAN SERVICES 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

HHSA REPORT 

Submitted report is hereby incorporated. 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE 

Joshua Kennedy updated the board on the progress of working with Blue Ridge Health.  He noted that students 

from the school system are being seen day of for any referrals for vaccines.  This is new development, for the 

past two years students were not being the same day. 

 

STRATEGIC RETREAT UPDATE 

Joshua Kennedy indicated the agency is still working on a number of the items from the retreat, although 

progress has slowed slightly due to emergent needs.  One additional item that has now been resolved is the 

communication reminders for meeting to increase attendance. 

 

HOUSE BILL 918 

Joshua Kennedy reviewed selected items of the bill that references the ability for foster parents to be 

considered kin within 3 months of continues placement.  He highlighted that the bill does contradict portions of 

federal law that require unification efforts to be primary components to child welfare services.  He also 

indicated that the bill would most likely be vetoed by the Governor. 

 

HOUSE BILL 655 

Joshua Kennedy highlighted that the bill is designed to expand Medicaid, but that there is a work requirement.  

He noted that the bill has been in and out of several committees and may have trouble passing. 

 

NCCARE360 

Joshua Kennedy briefly discussed the concept of NCCARE360 as an overlay to 2-1-1 with the hope of making it 

more like a case management system that actually tracks outcomes for those who are provided referrals. 



NC BUDGET STALEMATE 

Joshua Kennedy highlighted the various impacts to our budget for services such as Transportation. 

 

BOARD MATRIX 

Joshua Kennedy presented the Board Matrix to the board for their review.  He and Dr. Linda Greensfelder 

highlighted the importance of reviewing the matrix to help fill sector gaps. 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

Dr. Linda Greensfelder reviewed the Nominations Committee discussions of Mr. Rick Covil and Dr. Penny 

Padgett as the next candidates for the Board.  Both candidates would be filling our general community member 

position.  The committee motions for the board’s approval to move forward with their appointments to the 

board of county commissioners.  Since the motion comes from committee a second is not required.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

RESIGNATION 

Dr. John Kornmayer presented George Sweet’s resignation due to Conflict of Interest (serves on State Health 

Board).  Motion to accept the resignation by Thomas Adkins and Second by Aaron Greene, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

BUDGET PLANNING 

Joshua Kennedy discussed several areas of the agencies operations that may need financial attention in the 

coming fiscal year. 

- Vehicle Replacements 

- Human Services Planner to help support projects the agency is undertaking. 

o Thomas Adkins, suggested he would encourage seeking a project manager to help develop action 

plans for items like tobacco prevention. 

- Dr. John Kornmayer suggested funding the Child Fatality/Neglect Protection Committee 

- Mental Health Advisory Committee 

 

COMMITTEE APPOITMENTS 

Joshua Kennedy reminded board members to review the committee appointment.  Those not on committees 

were encouraged to review their areas of interest. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  


